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Gardening tips from Research Horticulturist Jason Reeves 
UT Gardens Jackson 

 
Follow me in the garden on Facebook by searching Facebook for  

“Jason Reeves – in the garden” and “UT Gardens Jackson” 
 

 
January  
 

• Continue to keep the leaves off your lawn. This is especially important on cool season lawns, 
which continue to photosynthesize during the winter. We have the tendency to let the 
seemingly ever-falling oak leaves build up during the cold days of winter. On a dry day you can 
mow both cool and warm season lawns to help groom the lawn and mulch the leaves. Avoid 
heavy traffic on cool season lawns when it is cold enough for the grass to be frozen. Frozen 
grass is easily broken and the crown can also be severely damaged. 
 

• In the event of wet snowfall, brush it off evergreens as it accumulates, or as soon as possible 
after the storm. Use a broom in an upward, sweeping motion. Heavy wet snow can cause 
serious damage. 
 

• Avoid using salt to melt snow and ice from your walks and driveway, as it can be harmful to 
your plants. Several environmentally friendly products are available at home improvement 
stores. 
 

• As long as the ground is not frozen, you can continue to plant new trees and shrubs, just tuck 
them in with a 2 or 3 inch layer of mulch. Remember to keep the mulch away from the trunk. 
 

• Pinch off withered and cold damaged blooms from pansies. 
 

• Lenten rose, Helleborus orientalis and its hybrids are among the first plants to flower in the 
New Year. A little clean up makes a big difference when these winter beauties blossom. There 
are two thoughts on removing last years foliage. If you’re like me, there’s less to do in the 
garden now and if I wait around until late February or March, it might not get done.  I like to cut 
back last years foliage on Helleborus before the flower stalks appear.  Follow the old leaves 
down to the crown and remove the entire leaf stalk near the soil.  In mild winters the foliage 
often still looks good in February but as the flowers and new foliage appear, the old leaves will 
become unsightly.  They will be much more difficult to remove once the new growth has 
appeared. Some winters, the earliest of the flowers may get damaged due to the lack of 
protection of the old foliage but I don’t mind sacrificing a few for a tidy plant later on.  
 

 
February 
 

• Barrenwort, Epimedium, and Lungwort, Pulmonaria will be in flower soon. Cut back last years 
foliage before new growth appears.  
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• Cut branches of pussy willow, forsythia, flowering quince, redbud, and star and saucer 
magnolia to force indoors.  Choose stems with flower buds that have begun to swell.  Cut them 
at an angle and place in water in a cool location in your home with indirect light.  
 

• Late February and March is a great time to trim trees and shrubs.  If the limb is larger than two 
inches in diameter or heavily weighted, use the three step method for removing the 
branches.  Make the first cut on the underside of the limb about 6” away from the trunk, cutting 
about 1/3 of the way through the limb.  On the top side, cut through the limb 3-6” beyond the 
first cut.  Then come back and make the final cut to remove the remainder of the branch. 
Remember when pruning to remove dead or diseased branches first and then take out any 
rubbing or crossed branches.  Prune to maintain a natural form unless formality is appropriate 
for the design.  Postpone pruning of spring flowering and early summer flowering shrubs like 
azaleas, forsythia, spirea, and mophead hydrangea until just after they flower.    
 

• Cut back Liriope (Monkey grass) before new growth appears.  Use a string trimmer for larger 
areas.  
 

• Spot-control weeds in a dormant warm-season lawn by pulling or by applying a broadleaf weed 
control.  
 

• Apply dormant oil such as Ultra-Fine to fruit and nut tree to control scale and other pests. It 
must be applied before spring growth appears.  These oils can also control scale insects on 
hollies, euonymus and camellias.  For best results, be sure to completely spray the entire plant 
including the underside of the leaves.   
 

• Soils in Tennessee tends to be acidic. If you haven’t done a soil test, it is not too late, to see if 
and how much lime is needed.  Your local County Extension office can provide you with 
instructions on how to proceed.  It takes months for lime to react with the soil so the sooner the 
better.  Pelletized lime is the easiest form to apply.   
 

• Green/English and sugar snap peas can be direct sown in the garden in February.  In the 
colder parts of the state wait until the end of the month.  If sown too late, they will not have 
time to flower and produce before it gets too hot.  

 

• If your ornamental grasses like Miscanthus, Pennisetum, Mexican feather, switchgrass, and 
muhly grass are looking tattered and blowing about the garden, cut them back now to 3-6” 
above the ground. Otherwise you can wait until early March.  
 
March  
 

• Be on the outlook for vole damage in the garden. One way to deter them is to keep fallen 
leaves raked out of your beds and particularly from around the base of your plants. Voles 
prefer to run around under leaf litter and lose mulch.  
 

• March is a good time to add lungwort (Pulmonaria), and Lenten rose (Helleborus) to your 
shade garden, since you can view the flower color. Lungworts are early flowering shade 
perennials that for the most part have struggled in the heat and humidity of our Tennessee 
climate. However, Pulmonaria longifolia and its cultivars and hybrids are becoming more 
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available and are more durable. Good selections are ‘Roy Davidson’, ‘E. B. Anderson’, ‘Trevi 
Fountain’, ‘Raspberry Splash’ and my favorite for its vigor and heat tolerance, ‘Diana Claire’.   

 

• A great way to stay in touch with insect and disease happenings is to follow the UT Extension 
Soil, Plant Pest Center’s Facebook page. You will find a wealth of information on what is going 
on in the landscape.  http://www.facebook.com/SoilPlantPestCenter 
 

• When night temps get above 40 feed your pansies with a water soluble fertilizer such as 20-
20-20. 

 

• Evaluate your vegetable garden plans. Often a smaller garden with fewer weeds and insects 
will give you more produce. 
 

• Broccoli, cabbage, brussel sprouts, lettuce, chard, onions and potatoes should be planted this 
month.  
 

• Pull or carefully spot spray winter weeds in your landscape with Round-up.  Besides making 
the bed look better, doing so now will prevent them from going to seed, therefore making fewer 
weeds next year.   
 

• Apply a pre-emergent herbicide to your lawn if you have had crabgrass and other summer 
weeds in the past.  Timing is important and a good indicator is to do it just as forsythia begins 
to show some color.  
 

• Consider joining the American Horticultural Society (http://www.ahs.org/).  AHS was founded in 
1922 and is an educational, non-profit, organization that recognizes and promotes excellence 
in American horticulture.  With a membership you get the bi-monthly magazine The American 
Gardener, free and discounted admission to more than 240 public garden’s and arboreta, and 
access to the AHS seed exchange program to which the UT Gardens Jackson is a 
contributor.  If you visit several botanical gardens a year, membership will pay for itself and 
then some.    
 

• Climbing roses should not be pruned until after their first flush of growth.  Now is a good time 
to tie the canes to a support before they flush out with spring growth.  
 

• March is an ideal time to cut back the following garden plants. It is a much easier task before 
the new growth appears.  
 
o Knock Out™ roses and other shrub roses that have gotten bigger than you desire. In mid to 

late March cut well established plants back two-three feet shorter than the height you 
desire them to reach. In cooler parts of the state you may wait until early April.   

o Miscanthus (maiden grass), Pennisetum (fountain grass), Muhlenbergia (muhly grass) and 
Nassella (Mexican feather grass) to 3-6” above the ground.  

o Hydrangea arborescens ‘Annabelle’ flowers on new wood.  To encourage stronger stem 
and tidy appearance cut stem anywhere from 3” – 12” from the ground. If you have several 
plants try them at different heights to determine what works best for you.  

o Liriope (monkey grass) before new growth appears.  Use a string trimmer for larger areas.  

http://www.facebook.com/SoilPlantPestCenter
http://www.ahs.org/
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o Hardy fern - particularly evergreen forms before new growth appears.  

o Epimedium (barrenwort) flowers early so don’t delay. 

o Acorus (sweet flag) and Carex (sedge) only if the winter has browned the foliage.  

o Prune out older branches on Cornus sericea and C. sanguinea (red twig dogwood) to 
encourage new growth which will have the brightest color next winter.  

o Summer flowering Spirea japonica that are overgrown are best cut back before the new 
growth appears and you won’t even know it come spring.  A few common cultivars are 
‘Gold Mound’, ‘Magic Carpet’ and ‘Gold Flame’. 

o Older branches on Callicarpa (beautyberry) to encourage new growth that produces more 
berries.  

o Rejuvenate overgrown Nandina, cutting back to a few inches on the outside, leaving taller 
canes in the center, staggering the heights.  

o Limb-up and remove crossed branches on trees and tree type crapemyrtles as 
needed.  Never top trees or crapemyrtles.   For more information on tree topping click on 
this UT link. https://utextension.tennessee.edu/publications/Pages/tnTrees.aspx. For proper 
pruning tips on crapemyrtles check out this site. http://www.statesvilletrees.org/ 

o Look closely at grafted plants and remove all growth below the graft.  Commonly grafted 
plants include witchhazels, contorted filberts, weeping cherries, weeping mulberries, 
dogwoods, fruit trees, crabapples, grafted roses, and Japanese maples. 

o Early March is the best time to carry out drastic pruning on overgrown hollies. 

 
April  
 

• Look back at March’s pruning tips, and complete any of those you have not finished.   
 

• Prune spring flowering shrubs (azaleas, flowering quince, Forsythia, and Loropetalum) soon 
after they finish flowering, but only if they need it.  Selectively cut old or unruly branches by 
reaching deeply into the shrub leaving no visible stub, making the cut just above a joint. This 
will keep them from looking like meatballs. 
 

• A good option for Loropetalums that have outgrown their space is to tree-form them.  They can 
easily be limbed up by removing lower branches.    
 

• Japanese kerria or yellow rose of Texas, Kerria japonica, often gets dead branches.  Follow 
them to the base to cut them.  Older branches should be removed the same way to keep the 
plant looking good. Older, overgrown, or neglected plants can be cut to the ground for 
rejuvenation.  
 

• Treat crapemyrtles for crapemyrtle bark scale. For how-to videos and more information check 
out this UT Gardens – Jackson site. http://west.tennessee.edu/ornamentals/ 
 

• Azaleas often show symptoms of lace bug and spider mite infestation during the hot months of 
summer.  This damage can be prevented by a onetime early application of the systemic 
insecticide imidacloprid. This insecticide should be poured in liquid form around the root 
system as the flowers fade, spreading the active ingredients throughout the plant tissue where 

https://utextension.tennessee.edu/publications/Pages/tnTrees.aspx
http://www.statesvilletrees.org/
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it remains effective through the growing season.  Bayer Advanced™ Tree and Shrub Insect 
Control is a common brand that contains this safe and effective insecticide.  Always follow 
label directions when applying any pesticide.  
 

• You can direct seed easy to grow flowering annuals and vegetable.  Some easy flowers to 
grow from seed include: marigold, zinnia, sunflowers, and cosmos.  Beans, peas, corn, and 
okra are some easy direct sow vegetables; dill, basil, and cilantro are some easy herbs.  
 

• Try the annual moon vine, Ipomoea alba, this year to attract sphinx moths to your 
garden.  Nick the hard seed coat carefully with nail clippers and soak in water overnight to 
hasten germination. 
 

• Continue to be on the outlook for rose rosette, a virus that disfigures a rose’s stems, leaves, 
and flowers. The symptoms are a witch’s broom effect, where the stems branch many times, 
and the foliage and flowers look congested.  The affected growth is often more red than 
normal. There is no cure for infected plants.  Just pruning out affected growth has not been 
shown to be effective, so remove the entire plant, roots and all, as soon as the virus is 
discovered to prevent spread to other plants.  Place plants in the trash, not the compost pile. 
To be on the safe side, sterilize pruners and tools used on affected plants with bleach water or 
Clorox Cleanup before using on other plants. At this time, there is no research saying that you 
should not replant a rose back in the same spot. There are a lot of unknowns about rose 
rosette. UT is conducting research on the virus at the Plateau Research and Education Center 
in Crossville, TN. Stay tuned for more information.  
 

• Spring is a good time to freshen up the mulch in your landscape. Remember not to pile it 
around the trunks of your trees and shrubs.  If using a pre-emergent herbicide read label 
directions to determine whether to apply before or after you mulch. 
 

• Remember it is not necessary to fertilize well established trees or shrubs.  If you are trying to 
encourage faster growth on new plantings, a balanced granular fertilizer scattered on the soil 
surface is effective. Be careful not to overdo it.  Tree spikes or drilling fertilizer into the root 
zone is unnecessary and expensive. 
 

• After the danger of frost has passed, cut back woody perennials that have outgrown their 
space or become leggy.  Rosemary, rue, lavender, Santolina, and Artemisia are some that 
may need attention.  Pruning too early can promote new growth and make the plant vulnerable 
to below-freezing temperatures, sometimes resulting in death of the entire plant.  
 

• Continue to pull or carefully spot spray winter weeds in your landscape with Round-
up.  Besides making the bed look better, doing so now will prevent them from going to seed, 
therefore making fewer weeds next year.   
 

• If you have been disappointed in the flowering production of Endless Summer® or other 
“reblooming” hydrangeas in the past, it is most likely due to lack of fertilization. Think about it. 
When you’re hungry or thirsty, you don’t perform as well. Apply a good quality slow-release 
fertilizer in early spring and again in late June. Too much nitrogen will hinder flower production 
so look for an NPK ratio that is balanced or insure that the second and third numbers are 
higher than the first number (example: 10-20-20).  
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• Overwatering, often caused by automatic irrigation systems running daily or every other day, 
may produce a plant with lush large green leaves but few flowers. You’re better off watering 
any landscape plant well, just two or three times a week. It’s normal for hydrangeas to wilt for a 
short time in the heat of the day so don’t be alarmed.  
 

• Changing a Hydrangea macrophylla flower color to pink or blue can be done by adjusting the 
pH of the soil. Aluminum is what makes hydrangeas blue, and it is most easily absorbed by the 
roots in acidic soil (low pH). Acid soil alone will not guarantee blue flowers.  Aluminum sulfate 
will be your friend if you want blue hydrangea, since using only sulfur doesn’t guarantee 
success. In addition, too much phosphorus can bind aluminum, so avoid fertilizers that have 
high phosphate levels for the bluest blues. Potassium is the last number on a bag of fertilizer. 
Superphosphates and bone meal should be avoided when trying to produce blue.  
 

• For pink flowers add lime several times a year to help raise the pH. Since hydrangeas take up 
aluminum best at lower pH levels, raising the pH will make the aluminum less available 
therefor, making the flowers pink. 
 

❖ The following are some good combinations for pots: 
 

• One of my favorite combinations for a pot that gets morning sun and afternoon shade is a red 
‘Dragon Wing’ begonia, a blue trailing Torenia, and a white caladium.  If your pot is larger than 
12” and you would like to use a golden Boston fern (such as Rita’s Gold), be sure it gets no 
more than two hours of morning sun.  If it gets more than two hours of sun, an asparagus fern 
is a good choice.  For an even larger pot, Persian shield (Strobilanthes) is great for height. If 
you can find it, the upright growing Fuschia ‘Gartenmeister’ makes a good addition. 
 

• An outstanding combination for a 12" pot receiving hot afternoon sun or full sun would be 
‘Batface’ or ‘Tiny Mice’ Cuphea, ‘Diamond Frost’ Euphorbia, and your favorite coleus.  For a 
16”, add a yellow lantana and a blue or purple Calibrachoa (Million Bells).  For a 20” or larger 
pot, you could add a purple fountain grass, a canna such as ‘Australia’ (dark red foliage with 
red flowers) or ‘Bengal Tiger’ (bold yellow and green striped foliage with orange flowers), 
‘Tropicana’ (red foliage with brighter stripes and orange flowers), or tree formed tropical 
hibiscus in the center of the pot for height. Throw in a variegated jasmine, potato vine, 
ornamental sweet potato vine or perhaps a trailing petunia, and you have yourself a winner.  
 
May  
 

• Prune spring flowering shrubs (azaleas, flowering quince, Forsythia, and Loropetalum) soon 
after they finish flowering, but only if they need it.  To keep them from looking like a meatball, 
follow the taller branches down into the shrub and cut just above a joint.    
 

• A good option for Loropetalums that have outgrown their space is to tree-form them.  They can 
easily be limbed up by removing lower branches.    
 

• Japanese kerria or yellow rose of Texas, Kerria japonica often gets dead branches.  Follow 
them to the base to cut them.  Older branches should be removed the same way to keep the 
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plant looking good. Overgrown or neglected plants can be cut to the ground for total 
rejuvenation.  
 

• Plant butterfly weed (Asclepias), parsley, dill, rue, and pipevine to encourage butterflies in your 
garden.  The foliage of these plants provide food for the caterpillars. Aristolochia fimbriata is a 
lovely ground cover type of pipevine that is covered each year by the pipevine swallowtail 
caterpillar at the UT Gardens in Jackson.  It may be a little hard to find for sale but worth 
seeking out.   
 

• Caladiums and vinca need warm soil.  Caladium tubers will rot in cool soil, and vinca will be 
disease prone, or exhibit stunted growth. Night temperatures should regularly be above 60 
degrees before planting them. 
 

• The lesser canna leafroller can disfigure and make the foliage of cannas unsightly. For an 
organic approach use products containing Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt).  The nonorganic active 
ingredient Carbaryl sold most often as Sevin is very effective as well. Both should be sprayed 
on once the caterpillar is present and after each rain or when new caterpillar damage is 
noticed. Care must be taken to get the insecticide down into the rolled up leaves where the 
caterpillars are feeding. As with all pesticide, always read and follow the label directions. To 
prevent killing bees, avoid getting Sevin on the flowers.  
 
June  
 

• Just because it's almost summer, doesn't mean it's too late to plant annuals. Plants such as 
sunflowers, zinnias, Mexican sunflower, cosmos, basil and dill can be direct-seeded this 
month.    
 

• During the hot summer months, mulch can be especially useful for conserving water.  Consider 
mulching your vegetable garden as well as your ornamentals. The mulch will not only help 
conserve moisture but it helps prevent splashing of water, reducing the spread of diseases. 
Mulching also adds organic matter to the soil and can prevent many weeds.  
 

• Trim back catmint (Nepeta) and Phlox after its first flush of flowers to promote new growth and 
a second flush of blooms. 
 

• Late June is the time to remove fading flower heads off Hydrangea arborescens such as 
'Annabelle' to get a second but smaller flush of flowers. 
 

• The best time to harvest most herbs is just before flowering, when the leaves contain the 
maximum essential oils. They are also best when picked after the dew has dried but before the 
heat of the day sets in.  
 

• Daylilies are in peak bloom in June. It is a good time to buy new daylily selections for your 
garden to insure you get the color you desire. Visit a daylily farm for the best selections, and 
plant them in full sun for the best flower production.  Cultivars with darker colored flowers will 
benefit from a few hours of afternoon shade which will help prevent fading of the flower.  
 

• Once the foliage of daffodil, surprise lilies, (Lycoris squamigera) and red spider lilies (Lycoris 
radiate) has turned yellow, mow or cut it down. If you remove the foliage while it is still green, 
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you decrease the amount of energy available for the bulb to store, that decreases flower size 
next year. 
 

• Harvest squash, cucumber and beans frequently to increase production. 
 

• Leftover vegetable and flower seeds may be stored in a cool dry place and saved for planting 
next year. 
 

• Water your plants in the morning, if possible, to reduce evaporation. Infrequent, deep watering 
is better than frequent, shallow watering, since deep watering promotes deep root growth. 
Deep watering once or twice a week on trees and shrubs and two to three times a week on 
flowers is best. Most plants need 1 inch of rainfall per week. Pay attention to how much falls 
from the sky and water accordingly. If you have an automatic irrigation system, consider 
installing a rain sensor which adjusts for rainfall. 
 

• Be on the lookout for mosquitoes! Keep plant saucers, buckets, trash cans and children's toys 
free of water. Make sure your gutters are draining properly, and change the water in birdbaths 
every three to four days. In areas where standing water cannot be avoided, use 
environmentally friendly mosquito dunks. They are made from a naturally occurring bacterium 
called Bti (Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis). Dunks can be purchased at nurseries and most 
home improvement stores.  
 

• Bagworms were plentiful last year at least in West TN on some needled evergreen as well as 
deciduous plants like Japanese maples and bald cypress. They are much easier to control 
when small. Keep a close eye out for young ones in May. Spray as soon as you notice them. 
Insecticides containing the active ingredient spinosad which is derived from a naturally 
occurring soil organism work well and can be purchased at any home improvement store. Just 
look for a product with this active ingredient (there are several) and follow the instructions on 
the label.  For more information on bagworms see the following 
publication. https://utextension.tennessee.edu/publications/Documents/SP341-U.pdf    
 

• A great way to stay in touch with insect and disease happenings is to follow the UT Extension 
Soil, Plant Pest Center’s Facebook page. You will find a wealth of information on what is going 
on in the landscape.  http://www.facebook.com/SoilPlantPestCenter 
 

• Bats can be an effective way to control insects. One big brown bat can eat 3,000 to 7,000 
insects each night. Attract bats by building and placing bat houses in your garden. 
 

• Summer solstice (June 21) is the longest day of the year and the first day of summer. Pay 
tribute to the sun by enjoying the long day. 

July  
 

• Many plants are easily propagated by layering. Hydrangeas, viburnums, weigela, trumpet 
honeysuckle, Carolina jessamine, climbing roses are a few plants that will root if the stems are 
fastened down and covered with soil.  
 

https://utextension.tennessee.edu/publications/Documents/SP341-U.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/SoilPlantPestCenter
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• Raise the height of your mower to reduce stress on your lawn and to conserve moisture in the 
ground. For best results, mow 2 inches for Bermuda grass, 1 to 2 inches for Zoysia and 2.5 to 
3 inches for Fescue.  
 

• July is a good month to prune “bleeder” trees like maples, dogwood, elm and birch and other 
trees that bleed when pruned in winter. 
 

• Give your chrysanthemums and aster a last pinching no later mid-July 
 

• Keep your perennials deadheaded to keep them flowering. Be sure to remove the fading flower 
down to a leaf node or new bud.  
 

• Cut back early planted annuals that are getting leggy or out of control by one-third to keep 
them looking good into the fall. Give them a shot of a water-soluble fertilizer. Good candidates 
include impatiens, salvia, sweet potato vine, trailing or ground-cover-type petunias, and herbs 
like basil.  
 

• Avoid pruning spring-flowering shrubs from now until next spring. Anything you remove now 
will be removing next year's flowers. Spring-flowering shrubs include azaleas, camellias, witch 
hazels, rhododendrons and any other early, spring-blooming shrubs.  
 

• Late June and early July is the time to prune overgrown oakleaf and mop-head hydrangeas. 
Pruning later will reduce next year’s flowers.  
 

• Cut flowers for a bouquet early in the morning. Immediately place them in water. Good cut 
flowers include purple or white Echinacea (coneflower), Rudbeckia (Black-eyed Susan), 
zinnias, salvia, dahlias, sunflowers, Mexican sunflower, celosia, jewels of opar, cosmos, dill, 
fennel, Gomphrena (globe amaranth), Gaillardia, bee balm, phlox, yarrow, ornamental grasses 
and Artemisia.  
 

• Keep birdbaths clean and filled with water through the hot weather.  

August  
 

• Begin collecting seed of annuals and perennials for next year's garden. Cut seed heads and 
place in brown paper bag to dry, labeling each bag with the name of the plant.  
 

• For late crops of beets, carrots, collards, kale, lettuce, spinach, turnips, mustard, and radish, 
sow seeds before the middle of the month. Transplants of broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, and 
onions can be planted mid to late August. 
 

• Stop watering amaryllis bulbs late this month and place in a dry location. After leaves turn 
yellow, remove the foliage and store bulbs in a cool, dry and dark place for about two months. 
If need be, repot bulbs so that the top one-half to two-thirds of each is above the soil. Water 
and place indoors in a well-lit area. The bulbs should bloom in six to eight weeks. 
 

• Divide and transplant bearded iris during the month of August. Cut back the foliage by two-
thirds, dig and divide rhizomes, and remove any dead portions. Check for iris borers and 
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replant in a sunny, well drained location with one-third of the rhizome above the existing soil 
level. Water well.  
 

• August is also a good time to dig and divide daylilies, using a sharp shovel to split the clumps 
into desirable sizes. Cut back foliage to 5 inches, and replant in a sunny location. 
 

• Cut back by one-third early planted annuals that are getting leggy or out of control to keep 
them looking good into the fall. Give them a shot of a water soluble fertilizer. Good candidates 
include impatiens, salvia, sweet potato vine, trailing or ground cover-type petunias, and herbs 
like basil.  
 

• Autumn crocus (Colchicum sp.) bulbs should be ordered now and planted soon after they 
arrive for a beautiful fall display. They are sometimes available at garden centers, but more 
often from mail-order catalogues, such as Brent and Becky's Bulbs. 
 

• Order spring-flowering bulbs this and next month to be planted in October and November.  
 

• Avoid pruning trees and shrubs starting in last August.  Particularly hedging plants such as 
boxwood, yews and hollies - since doing so this late in the season can stimulate new growth 
that will not harden off before frost. If spring flowering shrubs are pruned now you will be 
sacrificing next year’s flowers.  Delay pruning of any tree or shrub until the plant is dormant. 
Any major pruning should be done in late winter.  
 

• To encourage another flush of flowers on your chaste tree (Vitex) cut the seed pods off as the 
flowers fade.  
 

• Avoid fertilizing most trees and shrubs August-November so they can harden off properly 
before winter. Fertilize roses one last time to encourage a new growth and late summer/early 
fall flowers. 
 

• During dry spells, continue to mow the lawn on the high level setting. 
 

• Photograph your garden to help yourself remember what you did and did not like this year. See 
what works and what doesn't. This winter you will be able to see which plants you need to 
move, remove or add when you analyze the photos. 
 

• Every weed that produces seed means more trouble next year. Don’t give in to the heat. 
Control weeds before they go to seed. Do not add weeds with mature seed heads to the 
compost pile. Many weed seeds can remain viable and germinate next year when the compost 
is used.  
 

• Gather herbs and flowers for drying and preserving. The best time to gather herbs for drying is 
during the mid-morning hours, just after the dew has dried off the herbs, but before the sun 
causes them to wilt.  Cut the herbs in clusters with the stems attached. 
 

• Many trees and shrubs are now setting fruit and flower buds for next season so it is important 
that the plants have sufficient water at this time. A lack of water now will reduce next season’s 
crop of fruit or flowers. Use mulch to help conserve moisture and keep the soil temperature 
cooler during the “dog days” of August. 
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September  
 

• Apply a preemergent herbicide on your lawn to control cool-season weeds such as chickweed, 
henbit, dead nettle and annual bluegrass (Poa annua). For best control apply by Labor Day. 
 

• Keep an eye out for pests on your pumpkins, gourds, squash and melons. Cucumber beetles 
and squash bugs can be controlled with Sevin. Harvest your pumpkins when their color 
deepens and skin yields very little to pressure. Wash the fruits in a weak bleach solution and 
store in a cool, dry location until you are ready to display them.  
 

• To ensure proper maturity, hard-shelled gourds such as dipper, birdhouse and swan should be 
left on the vine until the vine starts to die back. 
 

• Divide and repot any tropicals you have outdoors to prepare them for their winter home. Hose 
off or wash plants with soapy water and inspect them for insects. If needed, treat them with an 
appropriate insecticide. Imidacloprid, the active ingredient in many of the new insecticides, is a 
good systemic for insect control. It can be mixed with water and poured on the soil and the 
plant will take it up. Collect seed heads and pods on plants like okra, sumac, cotton, 
coneflower, rose hips and other suitable materials for dried arrangements. Air-dry in a well 
ventilated cool location. 
 

• If you have had disease problem with any of the vegetables in your garden, remove 
and dispose of the plant materials properly.  Do not add these to the compost pile. 
Many diseases will over-winter on infected leaves, stems and fruit.  This is especially 
important with tomatoes. 
 

• Keep deadheading plants such as tithonia, zinnia and cosmos to ensure that they 
continue to flower. 
 

• Continue collecting annual and perennial seeds that you wish to sow next year. Freshly 
collected seed is best stored in a paper bag or envelope until thoroughly dried. 
 

• Allow plants to finish the summer growth cycle in a normal manner. Never encourage new 
growth with heavy applications of fertilizer or excessive pruning this late in the season. Plant 
will not properly harden off and new growth can be injured by an early freeze. 

October 

• October is the preferred time to plant ornamental kale, Swiss chard, and pansies. These are 
lovely additions to the fall and winter landscape, as well as being edible. Look for the winterbor 
and Russian kales as they are more reliable in cold weather than the kales known commonly 
as "flowering cabbage." 
 

• Remember that seasonal mums are more valuable as compost than as "keep around plants" 
after they've faded and split. Don't be tempted to plant them! Even if they establish 
themselves, they rarely live up to your expectations the following year. Chrysanthemum 'Clara 
Curtis', 'Ryan's Yellow', and 'Sheffield Pink' are good reliable perennial cultivars that perform 
well in the landscape. The ‘Igloo’ series from Blooms of Bressingham is a newer introduction of 
perennial mum that has performed well in the trials at the UT Gardens Jackson.   
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• Warm season ornamental grasses such as Miscanthus and Pennisetum (fountain grass), 
resent being dug, divided and replanted in the fall. It is best to wait until early spring. As a 
general rule, avoid planting even container-grown warm season grasses in the fall. There isn't 
sufficient time for the roots to establish, and the plants may be lost in a cold winter. 

 

• You still have time to order bulbs, but be swift about it, and get them in the ground by early 
December. 

 

• Before the first frost, dig caladiums bulbs and shake off soil. Allow them to dry completely and 
store in a warm dry place for the winter. 

 

• October through December is a good time to plant trees and shrubs, since dormant plants will 
be under less stress. Newly installed deciduous plants require almost no watering during the 
winter months, but don't forget a thorough initial watering is paramount. Monitor evergreens 
such as junipers, hollies, and arborvitae for watering needs if rain is sparse. Even in winter, a 
plant with leaves on it will transpire. Winter wind desiccation can hurt an evergreen tree that 
lacks sufficient moisture. 
 

• Wash your pumpkins, gourds and winter squash in a mild bleach solution before displaying or 
storing to help prevent rot.  

 

• October is a good time to control broad-leaf weeds such as white clover and wild garlic in your 
lawn. Check with your local county Extension office for specific recommendations. 
 

• Don’t forget to bring in your tropical and house plants before frost. Many plants don’t like it 
when the temps drop into the 40’s.  
 

• After frost, you can cut back your deciduous herbaceous perennials. This helps lessen the 
chance of disease or insects overwintering in your beds. Perennials that are borderline hardy 
and may benefit from retaining their stems through the winter include hardy lantanas and 
salvias. Any tender plants such as cannas and elephant ears appreciate a layer of mulch for 
extra winter protection. 

 

• Pick off any bagworms from your plants to help eliminate the eggs that will hatch next year. 
Dispose of them in the garbage and not the compost or they may survive and hatch. 

 

• To make leaf removal less of a chore, rake them before they accumulate deeply. If you have a 
fescue lawn or moss garden it is even more important to keep the leaves off. Compost or use 
them as mulch in your beds. You can also till them into your soil and by spring they will be 
composted. Leaves on the lawn can be chopped with the lawnmower and left in place if not too 
deep. 

 
November 

• Winterized your irrigation system before freezing temperatures arrive to avoid broken pipes 
and costly repairs.  
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• It's an ideal time to plant or transplant perennials, trees, shrubs and fruit crops. Be sure to 
water well and then mulch with a good two to three inch layer of mulch.  Newly planted 
evergreens should be checked regularly during the winter to insure they are getting enough 
water. 
 

• Fall planting crapemyrtles, edgeworthias, loropetalums, hardy gardenias, butterfly bushes and 
warm season grasses like muhly grass, Miscanthus, and Pennisetum can be a gable if we 
have a severe winter.  If you’re the cautious type you may want to wait until spring to purchase 
and plant. If you already have them in a pot then you’re better off to go ahead and plant. 
 

• Reduce peony botrytis blight and hollyhock rust by removing and disposing of all 
leaves and stems this fall. Roses should have all their leaves raked from beneath to 
prevent black spot.  Dispose of plant materials in the trash, not the compost pile. This 
will reduce the carryover of disease during the winter and you will have less trouble 
next year.  
 

• Cut chrysanthemum and other perennials stems back close to the ground once they have 
begun to die back.  Leave ornamental grasses to provide winter interest until spring.  
 

• You can continue to transplant perennials throughout the fall and winter, as long as they 
remain dormant.  
 

• Winter annuals such as pansies, violas, Dianthus chinensis, red mustard, snapdragons, 
ornamental cabbage and kale can still be planted. The earlier in the month, the better so they 
can get rooted in before colder temperatures hit.  
 

• Now is the ideal time to plant spring-flowering bulbs. Consider planting some of the minor 
bulbs such as winter aconite, glory of the snow, species tulips, narcissus and grape hyacinths.  
 

• It's not too late to fertilize your cool-season fescue lawn. Use a turf fertilizer and follow label 
directions. This encourages good root development and helps improve the color of the lawn.  
 

• Keep heavy layers of leaves raked from the lawn. They should be composted. Alternatively, 
you can just mow over a light layer of leaves, turning them to mulch which adds important 
nutrients back to the lawn.   
 

• Wild garlic and wild onion - November is the time for the first herbicide application for these 
two problems if you have them in your yard.  See Wild Garlic and Wild Onion publication for 
information on herbicides and rates of application. 
http://www.clemson.edu/extension/hgic/pests/weeds/hgic2311.html 
 

• As soon as leaves fall from fruit trees and berry bushes, spray for the first time with dormant 
horticultural oil. This helps control overwintering insects and diseases. Apply according to label 
instructions.  
 

• Incorporate compost in the annual and vegetable gardens for next growing season. 
 

http://www.clemson.edu/extension/hgic/pests/weeds/hgic2311.html
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• Cover strawberries 2 inches deep with hay or straw to reduce weeds and increase winter 
protection.  
 

• Secure raspberry and blackberry canes to stakes to protect them from wind whipping. 

December  

• Need a Christmas gift for a gardener? The following are some of my favorites: 
o Corona 6" or 7” folding saw. A saw with a longer blade tend to bend or break easier. 
o King of Spades Diamond Point Spade with foot pad 
o King of Spades Steel Handle Hoe with 6 1/2 " blade 
o King of Spades Steel Handle 18" Dura Rake 
o Dolly with large, air-filled tires. The air-filled tires make it as easy to roll on the lawn as it 

does on hard surfaces.  
King of Spade tools are very high quality tools and are made by the Lesche family in Bridgton, 
New Jersey. 
 

• Check out the sale racks at your local garden center for bulbs that have been reduced in 
price. If they feel firm and are not moldy, they should still be good. Plant them as soon as 
possible. There is still time for them to get the winter chilling they need, but time is of the 
essence. 
 

• Winter is a good time to lime your soil if it is acidic. Your local county Extension office can 
provide you with instructions on how to take the soil samples and send them off for 
analysis. The lab will analyze your sample and send recommendations for how much lime you 
need to apply to your lawn and garden. It takes months for lime to react with the soil, so by 
applying now, you will be helping your spring garden. Pelletized lime is the easiest, least 
messy form to apply. 
 

• Small hollies, conifers, twisted willow, and redtwig dogwoods make a great addition to winter 
pots and can be added to the garden come spring. 

 

• Remove frozen plants from pots and hanging baskets and replace them with evergreen 
boughs, branches with colorful berries and interesting seed heads from perennials and 
ornamental grasses.  Leave the soil in place and push the cut stems into the soil. Be sure the 
pots are made from fiberglass, concrete, plastic or some other mater that will not be affected 
by freezing temperatures.  

 

• Cyclamen, kalanchoe, poinsettia, paperwhites, amaryllis, Christmas cactus, English ivy and 
rosemary topiaries offer weeks of added color and interest to the home during the holidays. 
Most perform best in bright, indirect light away from drafts. Rosemary would appreciate as 
much light as possible. While some may be attractive for years to come, others like cyclamen, 
kalanchoe and poinsettias are often best added to the compost pile once they begin to decline. 
Keep your paperwhites from flopping over by adding alcohol. For more information, check out 
this link: http://www.hort.cornell.edu/miller/bulb/Pickling_your_Paperwhites.pdf 

 
 
 
 

http://www.hort.cornell.edu/miller/bulb/Pickling_your_Paperwhites.pdf
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• Growing rosemary indoors can be a bit tricky. While it is one of the most drought-tolerant 
plants once established in the landscape, it resents drying out in a pot. Seldom will it recover 
once it has dried out. At the same time, it does not like wet soil. Check daily and keep the soil 
slightly moist. In the spring, plant it in a sunny, well-drained location once the danger of frost 
has passed. Most of the topiaried rosemaries available around the holidays are not reliably 
winter hardy outdoors in Tennessee. The cultivars 'Arp', ‘Salem’ and 'Hill Hardy' are three of 
the hardier cultivars. Arp has proven to be especially reliable.  
 

• If you think Christmas lights are the only way to brighten up your outdoor winter scene, thank 
again. You will get a lot of excitement and winter interest from plants like redtwig dogwood. 
possumhaw (Ilex decidua) and winterberry holly (Ilex verticillata).  Arizona cypress and ‘Grey 
Owl’ Juniper will provide you with beautiful blue foliage while confers like Chamaecyparis 
'Crippsii', 'Fernspray Gold' and ‘Vintage Gold’ will brighten the garden with yellow.  
 

• Deck your halls and walls with things found in your garden. Steal a little fresh-cut greenery 
from your landscape. When pruning, cut back to a branch so as not to leave a stub. When 
cutting conifers, do not cut beyond the innermost needles. If you do, it may not regenerate 
from that point again. To extend the life of fresh-cut greenery, soak it in a bucket of water 
overnight to hydrate the leaves and stems before using. 
 
 
 

 
 

2020 Spring Plant Sale 
UT Gardens Jackson/Master Gardener Plant Sale – May 2nd 7-noon 

 

University of TN Gardens - Jackson 
Located at the UT West TN Research and Education Center 

605 Airways Blvd. Jackson, TN 
 
 

Find us on Facebook  

Follow UT Gardens at UT Gardens Jackson 
Follow Jason at Jason Reeves - in the garden 

For more information on the UT Gardens Jacksonhttp://west.tennessee.edu/ornamentals



 
 

 


